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Arts in the Park

Wolf Trap is a decidedly different national park.

1 The Kennedy Center is Amenca’s
palaca for the parfonming arts, than
‘Wolf Trap Nationad Park for B
Parforming Arts is 85 summer homaes,
But this cultural center is mong than just a
rmusic vonue, Tucked away on 130 acnes of
rofling farmiand in Northaast Virginia, Wos
Trap ks the natkon's only national park doci-
catad 1o the padorming ans os woll as

a nonprofit foundation for arts education

It alf started in 1866, when Catharing
Filane Shouse, an ardant supporier of tha
aris, donated 100 acres 10 the fedaral goy-
ermimant with the stipulation that it be usad
to create a national park for pedorming arts
Thee: urniguie nams comees inom a 1739 land
survey (hat dublbed the area “Wolftrap®™ duea
o el lrgps number of wiobves: that roamed
thes Area and the Dountes ihat wene grantad
fior trapping them

While (he wolves are lang gone, every
Surmemer evening the lawns of Woll Trap
ang owerrun by muskc Tans wha lock 1o the
rmajastic Filens Contor, the Second-lrgest
theatrical singe in the country,

“The Woll Trap sxperience, espacially ot
tha Filana Cenler, ks very spocial and very
differant from what you can get anywhors
alga,” says Grahom Bindar, managoer
of Pulblc FAelations for the Woll Trap
Foundation for the Perfonming Arts. The
Foundation pariners with the National Park
Sanvdca 1o bring a wide range of porfor-
mances to the suldoor smphithaate,

“WMe offer & ahow almaost every singls
might; 100 shows in about 100 days im e
Surmemern” ha adds. “It's realy andless. in
acidition to the performances, there's a free-
dom o do your own thing, 10 bring in your
o food and beverages. It's preity neat.”

Top 5 Public Education Pragrams at

wWall Trap

1. A Musie Lover's Toolbox: Musle
Appreciation 101 & multimedia course
thnt explores music styles, theory and
higtory

2. African Drumming: The Djembe Hands-
on ingtruction of ona of e most promi-
nant West Alrican drummeng ireditions.

3. Artsplay/Baby Artsplay Earty childhood
music, drama and movemant program for
young children and infants and loddiers
ages B months 1o 38 months, reapsctinely,

4, Group Guitar Class The fundamantals of
guitar as wall as s hisiory, notation wnd
tradiional musical styles,

5§, Private Voice and Pinno Lessons
Specialized, val-appropriate cumculum
for beginning o exparienced musicians.

Seating shghtly moree than 7,000 peopile
(resarty 4,000 under cover and more than
3,000 on the any), the Filens Center 5
surrounciad by acres of tall irees and
rodling hills, sn idyllic: setting Tor surmimer
arvhartairimean

For a more intimate expananca, chack oul
Woll Trap’s othes main venue: Tha Barns, A
he name sugpesis, the two adiacent build-
INgs. 0ne o 32 -seat venue and the other
a geneal reception anga, are 188h-cen bury
barns mlocatod from Upstade New York.

Yo can soo the biggest namses in show
business durng the summas out on the
Iy, ™ menys Bindar, *At Tha Barms, you can
5iill e recognizable acts, buf it's Indoons
mnd yaar-nound, And the scoustics an
phenomanal ™

During the summer months, The Bams
is also the home of the Woll Trap Opaera
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Company, a resident program that aftracts
the finast artists from across the country.
According to Binder, upwands of 13 pencent
of fomes Wolf Trap Opara Company msi-
dents now perform with New York's presti-
glous Matropolitan Opera Company.

Buit while Woll Trap s popular for its
vanuas, ii's also respactad throughout the
world for its innovative arts-based adu-
cational programs. From workshops for
educHors 1o residencies in which artists ara
placed in actusl classrooms, the Woll Trap
Institute Tor Early Leamang Throuwgh the Ads
is dedicaled o aarly childhood eduecation
throwugh the ars,

“We try bo ingrain strategess (or (each-
ing children about e arts and the valua
of the arts,” says Bindear "I's & passion ol
EVEryOnD hene.”

From parformances by the biggest acis
in entertainment 10 chilkdhood ectuacation,
and enven unique learming opportunities for
adults, Woll Trap fulfills Shouse's dream
of bringing people together through the
kadsidoscope of arts.

—Rebwcca L. Ahoades

IF YOUu CO

Wall Trap Foundation for the Pedorming Ars
1645 Trap Road, Vienna, Virginia
T0A/255-1900

walftrap.org

TAKE THE HETRD

Thae Wall Trap Expeass Bus offers roundtrip
senvics rom the \West Falis Chureh Metno
station to Woll Trap for Filane Center per-
Tormances. Serice begins two hours prior
to show lirme and nuns avery 20 mmuaies.
Paundtrp fams s 53,10,



